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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PACE AND UCONN BATTLE TO 5-5 TIE

PLEASANTVILLE, NY- The Pace University baseball team tied the University of Connecticut, 5-5, in a Division I baseball game at Finnerty Field on the Pleasantville campus of Pace University.  Pace goes to 14-28-1 while the Huskies go to 22-25-1.

Rob Faist (Spring Valley, NY) continued to lead the Setter offensive attack, blasting two homeruns in the first two innings.  The game was stopped in the second inning, with Pace leading 5-2, for approximately 30 minutes due to rain and lightning.

The Huskies scored in the 1st inning when Kyle Messineo (Cedar Grove, NJ) led off with a single to center field.  After he stole second, Marc Peluso (Pawcatuck, Conn.) singled to right center, scoring Messineo. 

In the bottom half of the inning, Faist hit his first Big Fly of the day, a blast over the right-center field wall to tie the game at 1-1.  After Doug Hehner (Howell, NJ) flied out, Mike Ferrauto (Thornwood, NY) walked.  Mike Pahira (Hombel, NJ) beat out a throw by the shortstop for a base hit, putting runners on first and second.  Paul Bonaros (New City, NY) singled to load the bases.  Ferrauto would then score on a passed ball on the next pitch.  

After UCONN scored again in the 2nd, Matt Bisbano (Mt. Kisco, NY) beat a throw to the bag, and then advanced to second when the first baseman couldn’t handle it.  JC Pullum (White Plains, NY) dropped a bunt down to move Bisbano over while reaching on a throwing error by the third baseman.  Faist followed with his second homerun of the day, a towering blast over the score board in right field to give Pace a 5-2.  During Hehner’s at-bat, the umpires delayed the game due to inclement weather.

Following the rain delay, Messineo led off the third with a walk, and then stole second base.  Dave Tokarz (Seymour, Conn.) singled to the right-center field gap to score Messineo and cut the Pace led to 5-3.  Peluso followed with a double, scoring Tokarz to bring UCONN within one at 5-4.   Peluso would also tie the game in the 5th with a homerun to right-center field, making the score 5-5.  

Josh MacDonald (Milford, Conn.) starting for UCONN, allowing five runs on nine hits over six innings.  Jeff Hourigan (Beacon Falls, Conn.), Mike James (Roswell, GA) and Kieth Potvin (Manchester, NH) pitched the final five innings, holding Pace to three hits and no runs.

For Pace, David Qualben (Brooklyn, NY) started and gave up four runs on five hits over the first two innings.  Steve MacFarland (Marlboro, NY) came on in relief after the rain delay, allowing one run on three hits while striking out five over six innings.  Robert Van Riper (Bloomingdale, NJ) held UCONN scoreless over the final three innings.

At the plate, Faist was 2 for 4 with four RBI, while Pahira and Bisbano each had two hits.  Bonaros also rapped out three hits for the home team.  For UCONN, Peluso was 3 for 5 with three RBI, while Bryan Maler (Ansonia, Conn.) and Tokarz each had two hits.

Pace returns to action when they travel to Old Westbury, NY to take on New York Institute of Technology on Friday, May 14th at 3:30 p.m. Pace then plays New York Tech on Saturday, May 15th and Sunday, May 16th.

