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Digital Storytelling Technical
Resources

Below are some resources on how to use Audacity (an audio program), “Video
Downloadhelper to save video and audio to your computer, and how to upload to Youtube.

Record narration with sound recorder:

Go to your start menu, and search for “sound recorder.” Click “start recording” (circled in yellow below)
when you are ready to begin your narration. We suggest you watch your digital story while reading your
script to pace yourself. When you are satisfied with your recoding, you can save it to your computer.

‘\] Sound Recorder 2

L. Start Recording 0:00:00 @ -

Record narration with Audacity:

First, download Audacity from http://audacity.sourceforge.net/. To record narration on audacity,
choose “transport” (as shown below circled in yellow) and click “record.”
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Begin your narration, and when you are finished speaking, click the STOP icon: . You may then

choose “file” and save your project to your computer, or you can continue to edit your recording and
add effects to it.

To “trim” the recording, drag the dark gray region to where you want the recording to begin (red arrow
below) and end (pink arrow below.) Next, click “C” to hear one second of audio before and after the
selection to be sure the edits sound natural. Then, click “trim” (yellow circle below) to get rid of the
excess recorded material.
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Add “effects” to your recording by clicking the “Effect” dropdown (as circled in yellow below.) This is
where you can change the pitch of your voice, change the speed, make it echo, and much more!

) Audacity | SHiENes |

I|Fi|r: Edit View Transport Tracks Generate » Effect = Analyze Help
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Actual Rate: 44100

If you choose “compressor” under effects, you can level out the volume of your recording. Be sure to
check off “make-up gain for O dB after compressing” and “compress based on Peaks,” and click “OK” (as
shown below.)
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Dynamic Range Compressor ‘ '
by Dominic Mazzoni
0dB
-12dB
-24dB
-36dB
-48dB
-60dB
-60dB 48dB -42dB -36dB -304dB -24dB -18dE -12dB -G6dB 0dB
1 point at which compressor decides if somethingis "loud" or "quiet |f
[| Threshold: %J -124d8
I tells Compressor that anything be‘nwthat level is noise and it
Noise Floor:  “chouldn’t make it any louder -40.d8
_ tells ?jmpres.sar how much quieter it should make the loud
Ratio: 21
rts
Attack Time: rJ 0.2 secs
these two controls tell Compressor how fast it [
Decay Time: I_) should-respond-to-changesinvelame 1.0 sacs
Make-up gain for 0dE after compressing Compress based on Peaks
o) [

Save External Video and Audio to Your Computer:

An add-on called “Video DownloadHelper” can be used with to save most videos to your computer. This
add-on only works with Mozilla Firefox. The link to the download is: https://addons.mozilla.org/en-
US/firefox/addon/video-downloadhelper/. Click “Add to Firefox” to use the add-on.
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¥ Video DownloadHelper

by mig

The easy way to download and convert Web videos from hundreds of YouTube-like sites.
This works also for audio and picture galleries.

Once the Video DownloadHelper is downloaded, you will have this icon i} on your browser. When
you come across a video, you can click it to download the video. You must be using Mozilla Firefox to
use this icon.

For example, | can download a scientific method video with from http://blip.tv by clicking the icons
dropdown, and choosing “The_Scientific_Method_of_Oz_Reel_Science_on_Blip.mp4.” The download
will automatically begin!

(T =1 A A creative commons filker .. I@ Search Creative Commons l@ Legal Music For Videos -... l Facebook IM Pace University Mail - In... ] b The Scientific Method of...
€ Bl & | b hip/rbliptvireslscience/the-scientific-method-of-0z-6118389 - || [*- Google
N
PP s PP Pace Universi ity | O Pace Email § MyPace Portal ¥ Helpdesk || White Pages |_| IT Status I Blackboard |_| Timesheets |_| Storify this i3 YouTube - Broadcast ... |_| The Pulse P] Pace University,
. | £ Login
bhp Browse v
About subscriptions

ﬁ Reel Science
Method of Oz
4|V

REEL SCIENCE

d natura »vorld thr

| can do the same thing with YouTube as shown below:
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Rihanna - Where Have You Been.mp4
B

7 seconds remaining — 12.8 of 20.1 MB (1.7 MB/sec)

(w]#) And the Winners are blog post.docx 10:41 AM

415 KB — googleusercontent.com

(w]= PSY 307 TERM PAPER.docx
19.1 KB — pace.edu

EXSLUSIVE i (w] Research Paper.docx 1010 AM
Rihanna "Whe 4808 — pace e

& Like L 4 Share [

These videos can now be uploaded on digital storytelling tools, like Windows Live Movie Maker.
Save YouTube Videos to Your Computer with KEEPVID:

Copy the URL of the YouTube video you would like to include. Then, go to http://keepvid.com/. Next,
paste the URL into the box, (as shown in yellow below) and click download (red arrow.)

KEEPVID Bookmarklet updated Mar 9, 201
1.) Right-click this button, choose “Add to Favo

2.) Click Keep It! when watching a video to download it eiLke 240,590

KeepVid on Facebook

http:/fwww, youtube. comjuser fnyvs?feature =pyv &ad =58905469 34&kw =video %20stor yteling 8v =FtoEqOCSywM&lr =1 DOWHNLOAD

Advertisement

iliWid.com

Next, you want to click 2 Download MP4 < and then click “save” (circled in yellow below.)
Choose where you would like to save this video.
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Do you want to open or save this file?

Mame: ..lling_Basic_Techniques_The_Ground_Rules.mp4
Type: MP4 Video, 7.66MBE
From: ...o.preferred.lgal5s22.wv3.lscachel.c.youtube.com

il

Open ][ Save ][ Cancel ]

= = | While files fram the Intemet can be useful, some files can potertially
‘\e

¢ ham your computer. ff you do not trust the source, do not open or I
E save this file. What's the risk? \

My Notes:
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