Minutes

New York Faculty Council

Meeting: Apr. 6th, 2011

Multipurpose Room

Call to order: 1:44 p.m.

The minutes from the March 2011 meeting were submitted. The motion to approve the minutes carries unanimously.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Board of Trustees subcommittee ballots are due back this coming Friday (4/8/11). NYFC Committee sign-up sheets are distributed in the room and may be downloaded through the NYFC website. Please return to Dan Strahs as soon as possible. 

A paper ballot for the NYFC Grievance committee was distributed at the meeting. Results from this ballot are: Joseph DiBenedetto, Robert Chapman, and Ellen Weisbord are elected to be voting members; James Lawler, Anthony Joseph, and Ruis Woertendyke are elected to be alternate members. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ida Dupont presented a report from the Curriculum Policies and Procedures committee. The last meeting concerned 3 items. The Arts and Entertainment Management minor was approved by the committee unanimously. A separate A/E Management concentration would be prepared for Lubin majors; the minor was prepared for non-Lubin majors since it includes core Lubin courses. A vote was called to adopt the committee's recommendation of the minor; the vote to accept the committee's recommendation and approve the Arts and Entertainment Management minor was unanimous.

The second and third items examined by the Curriculum committee concerned hydrid online degree completion programs submitted by Seidenberg and Lubin. These two programs were forwarded to the Faculty Council for discussion without a Curriculum committee recommendation. 

The Seidenberg proposal was presented by Nancy Hale. They propose to a) rename the existing B.S. in Professional Technology Studies (PTS) with a concentration in Internet and eCommerce to B. S. degree in Professional Technology Studies (PTS): Web and Digital Media concentration. This existing program is currently offered entirely online; in addition to 54-64 transfer credits, the program will include 20 IT Foundation Core credits, 12 IT Knowledge Area concentration credits (Web and Digital Media), and 24 Arts and Sciences elective credits.

Nancy Reagin asked about the percentage of F/T vs adjunct instructors to be employed in this degree. Connie Knapp noted that this degree is meant to be a service to part-time students and it will not be less than a high-quality experience. Nancy expressed a concern that the Dyson part of the program might be taught by adjunct instructors, potentially inadequately prepared with a high turn-over rate. Connie noted that this is a pilot program. Ida noted that the details of the pilot timeline should be built in to the pro-forma; Connie noted that this will be added, but there is currently not a plan to automatically terminate the program. Vince Barrella notes the program will be likely be terminated if it is unsuccessful. Jennifer Thomas noted that this is an existing program; the sole changes requested are to realign the degree with an updated curriculum and newer teaching methods. Susan Herman asked about the 120 credits; Nancy notes that this is a monitored state requirement for completion degrees. The second part of the Seidenberg proposal was to add an additional concentration in Computer Forensics (three 4-credit courses) to the BS in PTS degree. 

The Lubin proposal was presented by Karen Berger. The proposal is to create a new hybrid online BBA degree completion program in the Business Studies major with two possible concentrations: Business Communications and Internal Auditing. This is a pilot program dependent on successful enrollment of at least 40 students, with evaluation of the program in Spring 2012.  The program is to provide both synchronous and asynchronous electronic delivery, and will work closely to provide quality. Business communication is a mix of marketing and management; Internal auditing is for quantitatively oriented students with the possibility of professional certification although less than an accounting degree. Students will transfer in 60 to 64 credits; 56 credits (23 concentration/33 core) will be taken in the Lubin school with any balance to be completed in Dyson courses. The program provides flexibility by allowing as little as 2 courses per trimester (3 yr model) or up to 3 courses per trimester (2 yr model). The program is planned to be online, but also includes “onground” components such as welcome events, career services, career fairs and year end event. 

Walter Antognini asked about the tax courses in the internal auditing degree; there are none. Nancy Reagin asked about the ratio of F/T vs adjunct faculty and the efforts to track the completion rate of the degree completion; the full time ratio is specified by AACSB as well as the minimal completion rate. Sherman Raskin noted that the Business communication concentration should include a business communication or upper level writing course. He also asked about faculty development and the communication/meeting between instructors involved in these programs. Karen noted that writing is a concern, and that there are plans to develop common feel/look to the online content through iPace and that faculty development will be exceedingly important.

Vince Barrella, in the absence of a committee recommendation, called for a motion to approve the Seidenberg proposal, followed by a call to approve the Lubin proposal. Martin Topol noted that the Lubin proposal was approved by the Lubin Faculty Council. Ida Dupont and Nancy Reagin requested a paper ballot; this request was brought to a vote and was voted down by a majority of the faculty council.

A motion was made to approve the Seidenberg proposal, and seconded. The vote was 20 in favor, 1 opposed, and 4 abstentions; thus, the proposal is passed.

A motion was made to approve the Lubin proposal, and seconded. The vote was 24 in favor, 2 opposed, and no abstentions; thus, the proposal is passed.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Robert Almon's presentation was postponed.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Nancy Reagin reintroduced the proposed amendment to the NYFC constitution regarding election procedures and the nominating committee. The following text is proposed to replace paragraph A in Article IV, section 3: 

At the April meeting of the NYFC, in even numbered years, the Executive Committee shall appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of three tenured members of Council. The Committee shall accept all nominations submitted to it, and shall prepare a single list of candidates for the positions of the officers of the NYFC and shall report its nominations at the subsequent November meeting.

Vince Barrella suggested changing “its” to “all” to read “and shall report all nominations”. A motion was made to amend the constitution and seconded. A vote on this amendment passes with 24 in favor and 1 opposed; thus, this exceeds the 2/3 majority and thus the constitution is amended.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

The call was made to adjourn and adjournment was passed at 2:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Strahs

Secretary, New York Faculty Council

---------------------------------------------------------------

Faculty Attendance:

Antognini, Walter

Athanasopoulos, Demos

Barrella, Vince

Berg, Abbey

Bolton, Matthew

Brown, Harold

Byrne, John

Chiagouris, Larry

Coggins, Andrew

Colley, Kabba

Dai, Zhaohua

DiBenedetto, Joe

Dory, John

Dupont, Ida

Evans, Brian
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Lin, Chienting

Miller, Eddis
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Morris, Barry

Murphy, Mary Ann

Nankin, Conrad

Ottoo, Richard

Paul, John

Quest, Linda

Raubichek, Walter

Rafferty, Yvonne

Rahman, Noushi

Reagin, Nancy

Raskin, Sherman

Sandler, Dennis

Schier, Lewis

Seiler, Dian

Sen, Kaustav

Sharkey, John

Strahs, Dan

Szenberg, Michael

Thomas, Jennifer

Wiener, Robert

Winch, Janice

Zaslow, Emilie

