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Nicholas M. Donofrio
Nicholas M. Donofrio, in 44 years at IBM that culminated in your role as executive vice president for innovation and technology, you have been a major architect of that extraordinary corporation. Your work also has made you an important architect to the entire landscape of information technology, an enterprise that shows no sign of slowing its transformations in the lives of virtually every institution and citizen in the United States of America and across the world.

At the same time, you have been a much-needed model of sharp concern for advancing education and career opportunities for underrepresented minorities and women, taking personal time each year to visit schools and make clear the benefits of math and science studies and technical careers. Over the last 19 years you helped increase the percentage of minorities among IBM’s U.S. executives from 9 to 15 percent, and contributed to a doubling of the number of women who hold IBM’s highest technical honor as IBM Fellows.

Your endlessly-questing, lifelong education began with a Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1967 and a Master of Science in the same discipline from Syracuse University in 1971. Joining IBM as a college co-op student, a role well-known to many Pace graduates, you were hired full time and spent the early part of your career as a designer of logic and memory chips. Working on the legendary IBM System/360 mainframe, your advocacy within the company of a shift in semiconductor strategy eventually aided a transformation of the mainframe that helped resurrect IBM at a time when its business was in turmoil.

More recently, you helped develop and nurture one of the largest and most capable technical talent pools in the industrial world. For each of the last 16 years, IBM has generated more U.S. patents than any other company.

Under your leadership, IBM produced Blue Gene, the world’s fastest, most energy-efficient supercomputer, a machine that is helping solve challenges from science and mathematics to medicine and finance. The company also developed breakthrough microprocessor systems, which are the engines for every major consumer gaming platform, and entered a ground-breaking five-year research partnership with The National Geographic Society to use genetic analysis for mapping how humankind populated the planet. Your determination to make partnerships successful between the private and public sectors led to technical achievements from ways to monitor the security and safety of the American nuclear stockpile to innovations now on the horizon in genetic medicine and the search for new energy.

Your expertise and leadership have been acclaimed worldwide, leading to memberships on the Advisory Board of Science and Technology of the Republic of China; the Australian National Information Review; the New York Academy of Sciences; the New York Hall of Science, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences; the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers; and the National Academy of Engineering. In 2005 you were appointed by the U.S. Department of Education to serve on the Commission on the Future of Higher Education, a group of industry and university leaders charged with developing a new national strategy for post-secondary education.

Now an IBM Fellow Emeritus, you, Nicholas M. Donofrio, are an outstanding engineer, a visionary technology professional, an innovator, a leader and educator in our communities, and an inspiration for Pace graduates in every discipline.
